
Engl 214-1 (GDR: HUM2; GEP: HUM)
American Literature II: James to the Present

(This syllabus is subject to change.)

Class Time: MW 1530-1645

Class Location: CCC 204
Instructor: Tomoko Kuribayashi, Ph.D.

Office: CCC 430

Phone: 346-4348 

E-mail: tkuribay@uwsp.edu

Office Hours: TR 1400-1450, W 1430-1520 (not on 9/13, 10/11, 11/8, and 12/13), and by appointment

Course Description

In this course we will read and discuss fiction/prose, drama, and poetry selected from among the vast body of late nineteenth- to early twenty-first-century American (i.e., United States) literature available. You will be asked to a couple of exams consisting of short answer questions and possibly a short essay question and to write a short paper as a final assignment.  In the exams and paper you will examine individual works in the context of American social and literary history; study the literary techniques employed; and explore various issues highlighted in the works.  
Intended Objectives 

At the end of the semester, you should be able to discuss a literary piece based on careful examination of its details.  In other words, you will be able to identify important details in a reading, interpret the details in a meaningful way, and possibly put together an analysis based on what you make of the details.  You will be able to write a short paper that presents your understanding of a literary piece in effective language, with a clearly stated main idea that is supported by a convincing discussion of relevant details from the literary work(s).   You will also become familiar with various literary techniques that professional writers employ.   In addition, you will be encouraged to consider literary works in their socio-cultural context, discerning ways in which literature is shaped by and in turn shapes the human environment in which they are produced.  Furthermore, you may learn to delve deeper into the academic discipline of literary studies by making connections between two or more literary works in their various aspects as well as by learning the language in which “experts” discuss literature.  

GEP Learning Outcomes (Humanities)

Upon completing this requirement, students will be able to 
1.  Demonstrate an ability to read carefully, speak clearly, think critically, and write persuasively about cultures and cultural works/artifacts (including texts, images, performances, and technologies, as well as other expressions of the human condition); 
2.  Identify and analyze how beliefs, values, languages, theories, or laws shape cultures and cultural works/artifacts; and

3.  Engage a variety of ideas and worldviews critically by formulating reflective and informed moral, ethical, or aesthetic evaluations of cultures and cultural works/artifacts.  

Textbooks

Robert S. Levine, general editor.  The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Ninth Edition, 

Volumes C-E.  (Rental)

There may be some PDFs sent by email or put on e-reserve or handouts shared in class for additional readings.  

Major Assignments

1.  Two Exams 

2.  Final Paper

3.  In-Class (and Possibly D2L) Writing 
Final Grade Break-Down

Exams


60 %  (30 x 2)    
Final Paper




30 %   
In-Class (and D2L) Writing


10 %        
Responsibilities

Attendance

Regular attendance is required for this course.  The first two absences are automatically excused, but after that each absence will lower your final grade by half a letter grade (0.500) unless the cause is explained to the instructor and explicitly recognized as legitimate.  For example, if you miss a total of four classes without legitimate reasons, your final grade will be a B at best; if you miss six classes altogether, your final grade will be a C at best.   Coming late to class or leaving early will be considered partial absence.  On principle, if you miss ten or more classes no matter what the reason, you will not be able to pass the course even if you complete all the other requirements.  

Class Participation

I do appreciate active participation in class and think it fair that it should improve your final grade for the course.  I will add up to 0.222 to your final grade on the scale of 4.00 for active and constructive classroom contribution.   That can make the difference between two grades, for example, between B+ and A-.    
Reading Assignments

It is expected that you read the assigned literary work (and any other related material) in advance for the class discussion.  Some topics and questions may be distributed in advance to help focus your reading of the pieces.   
In-Class (and D2L) Writing

About 10% of your final grade will be given to your in-class (and D2L) writing.    The format of in-class writing may have to be adjusted as the semester rolls on, but at this point the plan is to ask you to answer one to three questions with short answers to show that you have done the assigned reading carefully.   In the course of the semester, it is possible that you will be asked to submit some writing online before class meeting, using D2L system.    If you are asked to submit it on D2L, you will obviously have advance notice from me, but in-class writing can happen unannounced.  At this point I expect the evaluation of such writing to be mainly pass/fail, but I may assign  partial credit if appropriate.    About 10 sets of in-class (or D2L) writing in the course of the semester are planned, but the number may be reduced, in which case the percentage assigned to the in-class writing may go down to as low as 5%, with the difference given over to the final paper or the two exams.               

Exams

Each exam will take place in class, and will consist of a few short answer questions and one question that calls for a paragraph or two of writing.  The exams are planned to be closed-book at this point.  The questions will be based on the assigned readings and class discussions of the same.  The dates of the two exams are specified in the schedule section below, but each date may be moved slightly (to a later date), if class discussions of the readings call for more time.  
Final Paper

There will be a variety of subject/topic choices available for the final paper assignment, but all or most of them will be based on the readings from the last several weeks of the semester.  The final paper must be typed (word-processed), double-spaced, and free of error.   The final paper should be uploaded to a D2L drop box and a printout should be submitted for grading around the same time.  Late papers will be graded at least one letter grade lower unless the reason for the delay is explained and accepted as legitimate by the instructor.  
Classroom Recordings

Students may not make audio, video, or photographic recordings of lectures or other class activities without written permission from the instructor. Anyone violating this policy will be asked to turn off the device being used. Refusal to comply with the policy will result in the student being asked to leave the classroom, and possibly being reported to the Dean of Students.  (English Department Policy on Recording of Classroom Activities)
Bill of Rights and Responsibilities

For information on more general, campus-wide regulations, please go to the UWSP Community Bill of Rights and Responsibilities document (UW-Stevens Point Rights and Responsibilities Handbook) at http://www.uwsp.edu/dos/ Pages/Student-Conduct.aspx.  Information especially relevant to this course is presented in Chapter 14, which begins on page 11 of the document.

Tentative Schedule

*Unless otherwise indicated, the page numbers below refer to The Norton Anthology of American Literature.  Read the blurb on the author whenever available.  
*In-class writing may be requested without advance notice.  

9/6
W
Introduction/Syllabus  
9/11
M
Sarah Orne Jewett  “A White Heron” (Volume C: 516-23)
9/13
W
Henry James   Daisy Miller: A Study (C: 410-28) 
9/18
M
James Continued (C: 429-49) 

9/20

W
Booker T. Washington   Excerpts from Up from Slavery (C: 701-709, 716-24)  (If time allows, we will also discuss W.E.B. Dubois’ The Souls of Black Folk [C: 920-54].)

9/25
M
Stephen Crane    Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (C: 1004-48) 
9/27
W
Carl Sandburg    Poems TBA (Volume D: 267-69)  

10/2
M
Sherwood Anderson    Stories TBA (D: 253-266?)
10/4
W
Zora Neale Hurston  “The Eatonville Anthology” & “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” (D: 525-536?)

10/9
M
Robert Frost   Poems TBA (D: 219-40?) 
10/11
W
E. E. Cummings    Poems TBA (D: 609-617?)

10/16
M
First Exam 
10/18
W
William Faulkner    “Barn Burning”  (D: 771-783?) 

10/23
M
Langston Hughes   Poems TBA (D: 835-45?)

10/25
W
John Steinbeck  “The Chrysanthemums” (D: 846-53?)

10/30
M
Tennessee Williams
A Streetcar Named Desire (E: 76-110)

11/1
W
Williams Continued   A Streetcar Named Desire (E: 110-38)

11/6
M
Williams Continued  (Possibly Moving On to Roethke) 
11/8
W
Theodore Roethke   Poems TBA (E: 32-43)

11/13
M
Flannery O’Connor   “Good Country People” (E: 435-49)
11/15
W
James Baldwin   “Going to Meet the Man” (E: 392-403)
11/20
M
Second Exam 
11/22  
W
TBA

<< Thanksgiving Break >>

11/27
M
Allen Ginsberg   Poems TBA (E: 487-99)
11/29
W
Anne Sexton   Poems TBA (E: 550-57)


12/4
M
Michael Harper   Poems TBA (E: 769-73)  
12/6
W
Leslie Marmon Silko  “Lullaby”  (E: 1042-48) and/or Joy Harjo   Poems TBA (E: 1068-74)
12/11
M
Li-Young Lee    Poems TBA (E: 1122-28) 
12/13
W
Sandra Cisneros   “Woman Hollering Creek“ (E: 1101-1108) and possibly Tato Laviera   Poems TBA (PDF or Handouts)

12/22
F
Short Paper Due at 13:00 
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